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lection for the rest of the year. The oncallion dollars and the Borough hgs
a week collection will require each of useceived up to $1.2 million dollars fro
to recycle more of our waste stream. the County Open Space Trust to
This will not only reduce the amount ofchase this site. However, additiogal

borough saved $71,000 over a three raise an additional $600,000.00 in bofd-
year contract. And consider this. Wei ng to buy the p
R save a minimum of $142 for every ton open space fund can provide funding ffor
Mayor 0s Me s s ag @paper that gets recycled (we earn athis bond but the fund is only authori
lt6s hard to bel.i rgiquréum pf ﬁ per tgnfg{iﬁl\gﬁﬁ}e matqr angtbe% few years and vinI requiye

and the season of fall approaches. ﬁgal and avoid $82 per ton in disposaknother re erendum to contlnge. he
change of seasons always reminds m 8§ts)_and save $9_4 for every ton of _I\/Iayor and_ C(_)uncn are seeking ydur
how timeless and perennial life is arﬁg)mmlngled material (_$12 per ton reveinput on this issue and we encourgge
how we need to take a moment and &€ a_md $82 per ton d|sp_osal costs). you to _at_tend this meetmg_ and vofce
joy everything life has to offer. Fortu] is is only the tip of th_e iceberg for usyour opinion on whether this purchgse
nately, we live in a wonderful and ViQne ever_wt we are_lookmg forward to sh_ould propeed: I _personally sup
brant community that offers us much ol din g is a i Gr e tis qucIaas_eras anridea (bpportdm_
enjoy. _akland sometime in May where we protect our river front as weI.I as provi e
We have been meeting monthly wifﬁ'" have green vendor booths, educa-qn opportun!ty for the beg_lnnlng ofla
Wyckoff and Franklin Lakes to studtonal sessions and_ amusements all infiverfront trgll system .Ieadmg back fo
areas where we can share services, J60) ed tp make going green a fun andthe recreation .fllelds in the penter of
resources and purchase items jointly rthwhile effort. Ithank'ghe memberﬁqwn. Elease join us in this importgnt
save costs. Nicknamed WOLF, we af the Green Team for th_elr hqrd work d|_scu55|on.
committed to finding ways we caﬁmd Ipo_k forward _to_yvo_rklng with them Finally, on Sep_te_mb_er i‘ZI had the
jointly cooperate in the area of shar@§ this important |n_|t|at|ve. I_f anyone pleasure of participating in thehOakI_and
services. Our first effort of jointly bid_\lehes to become involved inthisef- Vol unt e er Fi r e" aridie partm
ding out recreational equipment wasf?{t' please emall me auayor@oaklandversary celebration. _Desplte some Tln
big success and proved we can wd .or and | will make sure you rgceweand dnzzle,_l was thrilled at the turn qut

together for a common objective. ormat.|0n on how you can joinin. ”an_d enthu5|_ast|c support the OVFD fe-
will be continuing this effort going for- reserving our open space is a criticaived on this day. These volunteersjare
ward into the future and | will report ofomponent of keeping C_)akland greeamong our very flne_st and we apprec ate.
our progress as we proceed. and prote c ti ng o ualthattheydo tfbr_lus.tTwe)chay wasmoti -
The Green Team has had its kickoff onment from undesirable developmeanly fun but prov!ded a wellleserveq
meeting and is proceeding with puttingthat threatens our natural beauty aadp p or tunity for 411 of
together an action plan for keeping Oa 2sources. On Octopefh_bt 7:30 p_.m.Y ouo. M_y_ persong I t hq
land green and environmentally the Mayor and Council will be holding @lanned and participated in this grgat

friendlv. A great examble of this is our public hearing to discuss the pot(_entiaVent. _
recentygart?age contragt The boroug urchase of the old Pleasureland site 88 we head into the cool and refresh1ng

recently rebid its solid waste collection oty Roa_d. This_ parcel is located in t@ason of_ fall, please remember, sc ool
contract, which provides for once a flood plaln and is part of t_he Wet_lan[!; in session. Qbey local speed limjts,
week garbage collection from October@nd dramage system as;ouated Wlth thatch out fo_r children and keep our kids
through March and twice per week colR@mapo River. The project cost is $2alive by driving 25!
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2009 Municipal Budget

As we began the 2009 budget process, the Finang
Committee established various goals, one of which was fo
to present a budget to the Governing Body that preserved
for Borough Employees. We also had the goal of doing ev
thing in our power to not undertake the States pension def
progr am. Personally, I vie
current and future budgets and something Oakland neede
avoid at all costs if we wanted to maintain a healthy financ
future.

In light of the economic situation | am happy to say that wg

believer that having a healthy Surplus Fund is essential to

rhesck up to $1.0 million dollars.
jobs
bdecline with an extremely modest spending increase of

bB20,687 thousand dollars. We were able to accomplish thi

prealuction was an increase in contractual salaries & wages
&243,752 dollars. This amount also includes-time payouts
for employee retirements.

re As | have said for the past three years, while we a

able to accomplish these goal and many more.
Working with the Governing Body, we were also a
to maintain borough services and continue our work to pr

lewer than it was in each of the last three years. The incre
jarttoth dollars and percenthas continued to decline since

a budget that secures funding for the current fiscal year byt2005 as we move towards stabilizing our tax rate.

also is forward looking and does not jeopardize future fisc
years.

For 2009, the Borough has adopted a $17.559 mil
budget up 0.2% from | ast vy
amount to be raised by local taxes, the amount all of us co
tribute towards the budget
level or 4.8%.

The Municipal tax rate will increase by 2.2 cents fr
49.9 cents to 52.1 cents per $100 dollars of assessed valu
This means the owner of a home assessed at the Borough
age of $485,107 will pay $2,527 or $112 dollars more than

yeard6s $2,415 municipal ta
School, County or Open Space taxes.
The major item affecti

reduction of $581,000 thousand dollars worth of Miscellang
ous Revenues. The largest reduction in revenues was a Ig
$281,000 thousand of interest income. With the economy
ing major hits, interest rates have declined and the rates tl
Borough receives on our invested money is significantly lo
than what we earned in 2008. We also experienced a $42,
reduction in State Aid, a reduction in a Homeland Security
grant of $70,000, as well as the loss of some general fees
The reduction in Miscellaneous Revenues also re-

this yearodéds budget are tha

, I nAsmany sumidipalfiiés InWNewdJeéreey arevtaking
drastic measures to pass a budget, Oakland, because of t

ecil in 2006, is able to realize the benefits of that houseclea
tiverrgh the controlling of spending growth.

last
xneaBurelsuich as €nfployee layoffg ar fudougtso ce cut s

bgen tohstriecting amraual Busigetb thad ayesfarward dogkin

bbecause of all the hard work by our Department Heads to
Ssadfcosts, we can continue to maintain the services our co
akenity comes to expect and we place ourselves in a great
dion for future success.

ver I would like to thank all of our Department Heads

(Qf¥rause without their hard work in helping to control spen
and finding ways to save money, we would not be as succ
ful as we have been in controlling costs.

Councilman Frank Di Pentima

flects a reduction of Surplus Revenues in the amount of
$84,000. This is actually a good reduction because it mea

€harman of the Finance Committee

are keeping more Surplus Funds than we are using. | am & firm

B or o u g htérm finhnoial lgealth. Surplus funds repress
®ur emergency savings fund and my goal is to bring this fu

While revenues declined, we were able to offset th

waekihg spdnding cuts pvarth $2h4,0659ollars. @ffsettingstiosn

experiencing a tax increase this year, the percentage incrg

Again, | think the most important things to note with
iemployees and not reducing services. All our employees H

éamilied and futting anyodd@outrafi work in this ecdnonty ggEst .
rsomething the Governing Body wanted to avoid at all cost$

dfimcal housecleaning we have undertaken since | join the (

This means that Oakland did not have to take drag
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for the residents. Because of our planning, because we hi?e
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Pictured L -R: Councilwoman Betsy
Stagg, Councilman Frank DiPentima, Coun-
cilwoman Karen Marcalus, Kim Marchese,
Valerie Suman, Mayor John Szabo, Roger
Marchese, Councilman Donald Burns, Ber-
gen County Exec. Dennis McNerney, Rec-
reation Commissioner Steven Wagoner and
Councilman Chris Visconti
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Oakland Needs Volunteers!
Board of Health
Borough of Oakland, New Jersey

In the event that a public health issue requires the distribution of medication to the general public,

across the state, public health agencies and offices of emergency management are develop
to rapidly distribute this medication to their local population. While activation of these plans

ng plans
may

never become necessary, they must be made. Here in Oakland, the Board of Health, in conjunction

with the Office of Emergency Management, is currently developing a plan to distribute mediq
to the entire community. This is a huge undertaking and will require the help of many volunt
Oakl anddos plan will work only if enough v
travel a distance to obtain medication at a regional POD (point of distribution).

ation

eers.

ol unt

We need volunteers! Please help your neighbors when they need it most! A medical background is

not required. More information will be forthcoming. The first meeting to discuss plans for v
teering was held at 7:00 pm July 28th at the Senior Center. Kindly contact the Oakland B
Health at 204337-9254 orhealth@oaklanahj.org, if interested.

olun-

pard of

OAKLAND CONDUCTING A COMMUNITY SPECIAL NEEDS ASSESSMENT

As a part of Oaklanddés Emergency Preparedness
Assessment in order to identify those residents who would be unable to evacuate on their own in an e
gency, e.g., those who are bedridden, wheeldl@mind, require a walker, are hearing, sight or physically
paired, on oxygen, dialysis, a ventilator, suction machine or othexugporting equipment.

The Board of Health, Mayor and Council, Borough Administration, Office of Emergency Management
and Fire Departments and the First Aid Squad urge residents to complete a Special Needs Survey, a
Borough Hall, the Oakland Library and the Oakland Senior Center. Those who need assistance comg
survey may contact the Health Department at (201)925%4. Information will be kept confidential, main-
tained by the Health Department and will only be accessed by emergency responders in the event of
gency. Completed surveys should be dropped off or mailed to the Oakland Health Department, One |
pal Plaza, Oakland, NJ 07436. Please help us to help you!
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OAKLAND TENNIS COURTS REDEDICATED

On May 31st, Oakland's newly renovated tennis courts were re -dedicated in honor of
Peggy Suman (posthumously) and to Roger Marchese. Peggy was a well known Oak-
land resident, volunteer and dedicated recreation advocate whose daughter -in-law

Valerie was on hand for the dedication. Roger Marchese is a longtime Oaklander and
Team Tennis recreation organizer who was instrumental in promoting to the Mayor
and Council the need for renovating the tennis courts and who helped educate the
town's leadership to the fact that hundreds of Oakland residents, from school children
to Senior citizens, are involved in playing the sport. The former Oakland courts were
in great disrepair with numerous cracks, water damage and hollow sub -surfaces. In
addition, the layout of the former courts in relation to the baseball field's night lights
and the direction of the sunrise and sunset, created blinding glare for tennis players.
Once the project was approved by the Council, Roger dedicated countless hours dur-
ing the entire renovation process to ensure the tennis courts were properly recon-
structed. Now the courts are perfectly surfaced and their positioning vastly reduces
glare. Another benefit of the new tennis court construction is increased car parking at
the recreation fields.

CROSSROADS Summer 2003
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A message from Recreation Chairman Steve Wagoner their heavy equipment including a bulldozer we were ablg to

level grade and completely refurbish field #2. This is the
Business Weekagazine recently rated Oakland 43rd  sixth field they have voluntarily renovated over the past fgw
(overall)and our recreation programs 9th in their article "5@ars. The Lorraine Murray field was rededicated this pagt
Best Places to Rai se Your ydani arapiete fwith a nelw acorebnagd couhiesy obtlee ©O8k; mo s
affordable recreationgdrograms in the entire United Statedand Fathers Club and refurbished infield and much needpd
What an incredible achievement, we all owe congratulatiaitainage. All of these projects valued at over $250,000, wWere
to our hundreds of dedicated volunteers for making recreaone with absolutely zero tax dollars! Some of the funds
tion the success it iSDakland is quite unique, in that we came from a trust account funded by a capital fee includgd
arethe only town in the area that does not have a paid Rean-our sports sign up fees, and field rental fees, the remaip-
reation Department. Other than Summer Camp, all of ourder came from monetary donations, as well as donations|of
Recreation sports and programs are run completely by vd&bor and materials.
unteers. The nine Recreation Commissioners are appoint&t are indeed excited that the tennis court construction pro-
by the mayor to serve in staggeredy®gar terms. The Com-ject is now completed. The courts represent an integral pfrt
missioners are responsible for developing, managing andf our recreations infrastructure and are enjoyed by many
implementing all of the various programs including all fieldesidents both young and old alike. This amazing project
scheduling, rules and regulations and equipment purchasiva completed utilizing over $349,000 in county and private
etc. grants as well as contributions from the Recreation Commis-
The Recreation Commissioners, coordinators, directors asidns trust fund.
hundreds of volunteer coaches offer a variety of program$ute have two exciting projects in the works and are in the
Oakl andés youth from ki nde@mnogssofapplying fohgrantaitg Help tund em. Thefinsg o | an
even adults, includinBaseball Golf, Softball, Football, project is a new ADA compliant playground surface for thp
CheerleadingRoller HockeyBasketball, Soccer, Wrestlingage 512 year old playground and new play equipment forja
Tennis, Adult Sports, aral Program specially developed fo2-5 year old toddler playground expansion
our Special Needs ChildreWe also run our Summer A concept and design plan for a walking, jogging, bicycling,
Camp Program, whictvas voted runner up for best camp iwheelchair path throughout the complex is also in the wofks.
Northern New Jersey last yday the local newspaper, This would be a wonderful addition to the recreation com
which considered all camps including private. plex. It would be a much sought after safe, level surface fpr
This has been a busy couple of years for Recreativa. people young and old to enjoy throughout the year. Initially
have created a web sitevw.oaklandrec.com There you we are looking to install an asphalt surface to almost a mfle
can find all up to date information about recreation, includsf area within the complex weaving in and around the bal
ing field closings, schedules, contacts, field permits etc. tfields and parking lot perimeters. The path will also lead you
very busy site averages over 6,000 hits per month. We adewn to the Ramapo River for quite a scenic view. We arg
happy to announce that all of our more than 400 coachesproposing rest stops along the walk with benches, lighting,
have been certified in the Rutgers Coaches Safety Certifibaautiful landscaping and areas with exercise equipment
tion Program and had complete background checks. strategically placed throughout for a cardio circuit. This wijll
Recently, we were able to complete many projects, inclugingve to be a magnificent project suitable for all residents
resolving safety issues suchthe installation of ordeck from the youngsters learning to ride bike to our seniors olit
batting cages for all fi e lfodesrelaxiVfetrothtt eaple confdd solwheelchairgdnd f oot
steel poles and safety netting around 5 figddgrotect play- scooters.
ers, coaches and spectators ftaemardous foul balls. We With these projects in mind we welcome any and all vquI-

refurbished both the outfields and infieldsvafious fields teer efforts and donations. If you have a special skill or
including new top soil and sod, addedeav sprinkler sys- trade, and would like to volunteer please contact any of the
tem to field #9 funded by the Sports Association of Oaklandmmissioners on our website or wagoners@optonline.ngt.
With the help of James Construction (Potash family) and

A Word About Bottled Wat&rom the Oakland Environmental Commission

Did you know that bottled water can cost as much as 1500 times as much as drinking the same amount of tafhataifgr? Did you |
the estimated 36 Billion water bottles sold in the US every year up to 80% are not recycled and end Up7Adiditicnaiig, land fil
there has been much discussion in the news media recently about how some bottled water is actually jugturaeged tgp water. If
going to drink tap water anyway, shouldn't it be be from a source that is tested to be safe? All residerddthigotddemive receiv
test results from Oakland wells showing that our tap water meets or exceeds all federal standards. Wiith il ofthairgformat
der why tap water is the economical and ecological alternative! To promote the use of Oakland's tap watégrimsEnyironmental
sion gave away freaisable water bottles at the recent Town Carnival. These bottles, (which were donated by one offthe Commi
sioner's employers) were made with the | atest dmdewitlth con
a food safe resin Polyethylene terephthalate (PETE) <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polyethylene_terephthalate>.

If you want more information about any of these items, please contact the Oakland Environmental Commissibadt the following
dress: OaklandEC@gmail.com
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News From Oakland Schools

The Superintendentds M
Dear Members of the Oakland Community:

Last September, our 2008/2009 school year opened smoothly with enthusiastic stui
new teachers, revised curriculum and improvements to our school buildings. As so
faculty, staff and students were acclimated to their work, the District began to prepe
the State's review of our schools. Throughout the fall, we both learned about the n¢
State inspection requirements and prepared to demonstrate that Oakland is indeed "a’Tearn-
ing community committed to excellence."

land School District has been certified "to continue operation as a public school district in the State of New Jersey
period of three years or until the district's next QSAC review." (More detail about the QSAC results are contained

Working together, we continue to build a learning community committed to excellence.

amazed at what has been achieved. In this editi@raxsroadswe are providing a glimpse of the activities that occui
in our schools and the high achievement of our students. We hope that, as you read these articles, you, too, will
pride that the Board feels on a regular basis.

ing student learning. Furthermore, our custodial, grounds and maintenance staff are working hard on a variety of
to ensure the safe operation of our schools and to better service the Oakland community. Some of these projectg

in our schools.
As August approaches, we hope that all enjoy "the lazy, hazy days of summer."

Be assured that, come September, The Oakland Public Schools will be spotlessly clean, and prepared to welcom
dents for another very successful year.

With best wishes,

Dr. Richard G. Heflich

Superintendent of Schools

8th Grade Class Trip

Members of the Valley Middle Schoof'@rade
class, travelled to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania for
an overnight trip in Early June. Students visited
the New Jersey Adventure Agquarium in Camden,
the National Constitution Center, the National
Liberty Museum and the Philadelphia Zoo.
Among the experiences were guided tours of the
Liberty Bell and Independence Hall as well as a
Ride the Ducks sightseeing tour of the historic
city. The trip served both as a culminating activ-
ity for the 8" grade American Studies course and
a celebratory farewell for our graduates of the
Class of 2009.

This spring, we received the results of the State's review, and the Board of Education is pleased to report to thefr¢sidents
Oakland that the Commissioner of Education designated our District "as a high performing district." Therefore, the Oak-

for a
in an

article in thisCrossroadg We thank our community for your support of education, our schools, and our students apd staff.
School districts don't achieve excellence without the nurturance and strong endorsement of the communities in which they
perform their work. In Oakland, we deeply appreciate how highly community members prize education and childrien.

During this school year, our students and teachers have challenged themselves to reach new heights. Daily, we have been

red
eel the

Although the summer months have come, our schools are still incredibly busy as a variety of summer programs afe enrich-

projects
are en-

tailed herein. Additionally, on inclement summer days, one will find the Recreation Department Summer Camp operating

P our stu-
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