REGULAR MEETING
OF THE OAKLAND BOARD OF HEALTH

October 17, 2017 - 7:30 p.m.

Conference Room - Municipal Building, Municipal Plaza, Oakland, NJ
CALL TO ORDER
Mr. Tiffinger called the meeting to order at 7:33 PM.
ROLL CALL
Mr. LaForgia, Mr. Talucci, Mr. Tiffinger, Ms. West
ABSENT MEMBERS
Ms. Ashkenazi and Mr. Ashkenazi were absent due to a vacation and Mr. Pignatelli was absent due to illness.
On motion of Mr. Talucci, seconded by Mr. LaForgia, the Board excused Ms. Ashkenazi’s, Mr. Ashkenazi’s and Mr. Pignatelli’s absences.
OTHERS PRESENT
Senior R.E.H.S. Kristin Caperino 
MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT

Mr. Tiffinger announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the regulations of the Public Meeting Law, notices of which were sent to The Record, Suburban Trends and any other persons requesting same.
REGULAR BUSINESS

ADOPTION OF MINUTES


On motion of Ms. West, seconded by Mr. LaForgia, the Board approved the September minutes.
Roll Call:  All Yeas –Mr. LaForgia Mr. Talucci, Mr. Tiffinger, Ms. West
REVIEW REPORTS
The Board reviewed the following reports: 
7:42 PM – Mr. Romans entered the meeting.

· BCDHS Public Health Nursing Activity Report – September
· CDRSS Report – September
· REHS’ Monthly Report – September
· Secretary’s/Registrar’s Report – September
· Tyco Animal Control Report – September
On motion of Ms. West, seconded by Mr. Talucci, the reports were accepted.

Roll Call:  All Yeas –Mr. LaForgia, Mr. Talucci, Mr. Tiffinger, Ms. West
PAYMENT OF BILLS
The Board reviewed the following bills: 
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10/2/2017 – Tyco Animal Control




$1,275.00



(September Animal Control Services)

10/2/2017 – Tyco Animal Control




$   300.00



(September Animal Control Emergency Responses – Five)

10/17/2017 – Thomas J. Romans, Esq.




$   221.92



(For professional services rendered during month of October)

On motion of Mr. Talucci, seconded by Mr. LaForgia the Board approved the bills.

Roll Call:  All Yeas:  Mr. LaForgia, Mr. Talucci, Mr. Tiffinger, Ms. West
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC

On motion of Mr. LaForgia, seconded by Ms. West, the meeting was opened to the public.  

Roll Call:  All Yeas - Mr. LaForgia, Mr. Talucci, Mr. Tiffinger, Ms. West
LENAPE VALLEY DINER

Inspector Caperino reported that Mr. Nissirios appeared in court and paid a total of $300 plus court costs for the six summonses he was issued.  Inspector Caperino said she requested higher fines, but Mr. Nissirios’ attorney asked them to be lowered because his client was also summoned to appear before the Board of Health.  Despite Inspector Caperino explaining that no fines would be levied by the Board, the prosecutor lowered the fines for the summonses.  
Inspector Caperino also said Mr. Nissirios was frequently rude to her, both on the phone and in person, something she said Ms. Dubowick can attest to.  Ms. Dubowick said Mr. Nissirios had been just as rude to her, both in person and on the phone.  Inspector Caperino informed Mr. Nissirios’ attorney that the court appearance had nothing to do with how disrespectful his client is to the inspectors but that he refused to listen to the inspectors when they tried to discuss with him the code violations and how to correct them.  Inspector Caperino said this is why it took four Chapter 24 inspections for Mr. Nissirios to achieve a Satisfactory rating.  Mr. Nissirios was not present when the last inspection was done.  A new manager, certified in Food Management, was working at the establishment and things had improved enough to issue a Satisfactory.  
Mr. Nissirios and his attorney entered the meeting.

Mr. David C. Stanziale, Esq. from 552 High Mountain Road, North Haledon introduced himself as Mr. Nissirios’ attorney.  Mr. John Nissirios, owner of Lenape Valley Grill, residing at 285 West Grove Street, Paramus, introduced himself.

Mr. Tiffinger made it clear that this is not a hearing but a chance to discuss why the problems at the establishment continue.  Mr. Tiffinger said that the Board does not have to relicense the establishment which means it would be out of business.  Summonses have been issued and the problems have been ongoing.  Mr. Tiffinger said he understands improvements have been made and there is a new food manager.  Ms. West said she is concerned about how staff have been treated, as well.
Mr. Stanziale said Mr. Nissirios has been in business for 50 years and the problem it seems is that Mr. Nissirios is not on the premises.  Some of the managers and cooks are no longer there.  From the March 9th to 
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the March 20th inspections, there was improvement.  Power went out on July 21st and on June 30th summons were issued and all of the violations were abated.  A Satisfactory was issued in August.  In that time, changes were made to the staff.  Mr. Stanziale asked if there were any issues since then.  Inspector Caperino said no one has inspected the establishment since then and they are not due for another Chapter 24 until the end of the year so she did not know.  
Mr. Tiffinger said that when Mr. Nissirios is there, he is somewhat hostile to the inspectors.  Mr. Nissirios said he was never there during an inspection, but is daughter was there.  Inspector Caperino said he wasn’t there any of the inspections Mr. Stanziale referred to but he had been there in the past.  Mr. Talucci said Mr. Nissirios has made calls to the office and he doesn’t have to be present to talk to staff like he does.  Ms. Dubowick said Mr. Nissirios had been very rude to her.   
Mr. Nissirios said he has a spotless place and the inspectors scream at the cooks and give them a hard time.  He said they inspectors have to be nice to them.  Mr. Tiffinger said Ms. Caperino is only one of several inspectors that have inspected his establishemnt, and they have all had the same experience.  Mr. Nissirios insisted he has a very nice and a very clean place.  Mr. Tiffinger said he keeps getting violations so obviously it is not.  Mr. Nissirios said it’s better to wash your hands and not use gloves.  Mr. Tiffinger said the law says you have to wear gloves.

Mr. Stanziale said he has been retained by Mr. Nissirios and is trying to assist everybody by making the transition moving forward a little easier.  Mr. Nissirios said he ran the business for 42 years and never had a problem, only in Oakland.  Mr. Nissirios said when conditionals are advertised in the newspaper he loses business, and he pays $21,000 in taxes.  Inspector Caperino added there was a different inspector at three of the four Chapter 24 inspections.  Inspector Lauren Meeker did the first inspection, Inspector Marjorie Vanacore did the second inspection and the third inspection was done by herself and Inspector Delyanis.
Mr. Nissirios said Inspector Caperino didn’t show up for the second inspection when she was supposed to.  He said his blood pressure and sugar went up as a result of all of this.  Mr. Tiffinger said he may lose his license if he keeps blaming the inspectors instead of taking responsibility.  Mr. Nissirios said tickets should not be issued after the first time.  Ms. West said it’s no longer a first time because most of these violations have probably been repeated several times, so summonses can be issued if the violations are found again.  Ms. West said another inspection will be done before license renewal time, so the Board will know whether there are violations.  Mr. Tiffinger said there are a lot of restaurants in Oakland and most of them never come before the Board.  Mr. Nissirios has appeared several times.

Mr. Romans wanted Mr. Stanziale to understand that the Board places emphasis on all of the restaurant owners who license that the inspectors and the secretary must be treated with respect.  When they are not treated with respect, the Board takes that very personally, very seriously and it’s an insult upon the Board.  The Board is not going to take this.  The inspectors are all from Bergen County, are all highly trained and certified to do their job to protect the public.  There’s nothing personal.  The Board and the inspectors treat everyone the same.  Mr. Romans said in the past the Board has held hearings to revoke licenses and has considered not renewing licenses for repeat offenders.  Mr. Romans told Mr. Nissirios this is a serious matter and it’s important that he preserve his license.  Mr. Romans said, “We want to work with you and see you succeed in business and it’s a part of our job to work with you.

Mr. Nissirios seemed to think the inspectors should announce when they are doing a re-inspection.  He said the upstairs in his establishment is like a hospital.  Ms. West said she is a nurse and doubts the establishment is as clean as a hospital.  Mr. Nissirios said he does everything the inspectors ask him to do and he spent $500 to change all of the plastic.  He has new cooks and a new chef.  He said he never had a problem for the first six years in Oakland when the old lady health inspector inspected the place.  He said she was tough and he
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never had problems.  Mr. Nissirios said if the Board doesn’t like him he will leave.  Mr. LaForgia said it has nothing to do with him, it’s only about protecting the public.  Mr. Tiffinger said he was glad to hear the new people are certified.
The Board had no further questions, so Mr. Nissirios and Mr. Stanziale thanked the Board and left the meeting. 
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS DVD’S
Mr. LaForgia viewed the FEMA DVD and found it very informative but dry.  He forgot to bring the DVD to the meeting and will drop it off. 
Ms. Dubowick reported she had spoken to the Library Director who said he would be happy to host the emergency preparedness presentation at the Library.  The locking glass shelves where it was proposed to display the sample emergency preparedness kit (go bag) will be removed due to the renovation so the kit will have to be placed behind the counter.  It was agreed that a date for the presentation would be selected in November, sometime before Thanksgiving, and a time of 7:00 to 7:30 PM was agreed upon.  These arrangements will be coordinated between the County and the Library.

It was also agreed that the DVD will be put up on public access TV.  It was suggested that a crawl be put up along the bottom of the screen as the DVD plays, announcing the presentation at the library.  Mr. LaForgia suggested offering it in conjunction with the “Touch a Truck” program, but it was thought the program had already been held.  A flyer will be posted on Facebook, on the website and e-mailed out to community contacts.  It was felt the timing is good considering the recent weather disasters.
NEW BUSINESS

2018 BOARD OF HEALTH GOALS
 

The Board discussed and agreed upon the following goals for inclusion in the 2018 Board of Health budget:
1.  Continue serving the residents of Oakland by providing mandated services and enforcement of all state and local codes in a professional, courteous and timely manner.

2. Continue to provide non-mandatory services as needs arise.

3. Meet with the County Health Department to inquire about and implement available programs for the community.

OTHER BUSINESS
DR. RYAN STRASESKIE
Dr. Straseskie returned to the Board meeting to discuss a few topics that he and Dr. Minhas had not discussed at last month’s meeting.  Dr. Straseskie spoke about a program sponsored by Chilton Hospital, called “Walk with a Doc” which encourages people to get exercise and provides an opportunity to have questions participants may have answered by the doctor.  The walk will take place at Willowbrook Mall on November 15th.  Since Wayne is in another county, Dr. Straseskie felt Oakland might be better served if he set up a “Walk with a Doc” chapter here in town.  Dr. Straseskie said it would also be an opportunity for doctors to speak to people about topics such as antibiotic stewardship, knocking out opioid and benzodiazepine dependence, flu shots and the importance of vaccination.  Nurses and nurse practitioners can join the group, too.  He said he and Dr. Minhas are interviewing two new practitioners to work out of his office who could join them along with their nurse practitioner.  He will e-mail Ms. Dubowick information on the walk at Willowbrook Mall.
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Mr. Talucci asked how interest would be generated and said it’s a great opportunity to throw out questions like, “What have you heard about vaccinations?” or “What have you heard about flu shots?”  He said he has had staff at the hospital who claim to get sick from the flu shot, they refuse to get and, instead, wear masks all season.  The shot is now mandatory.   He said it could be an opportunity to clean up a lot of misconceptions about it.  Mr. Talucci also said some of the pharmacy clinics are offering flu shots in August which is too early.  It’s a chance to address the myths.  Dr. Straseskie seemed to think it won’t make the myths go away, that people will believe them anyway.  Mr. Talucci said it could stimulate a lot of good conversation.

The Board felt it would be a good idea to offer the program in Oakland, at Great Oak Park or at the walking path in the spring.  Ms. Dubowick noted that the walking path at the rec fields is closed if it is covered with snow.  It was suggested that the program be promoted throughout the winter.

Dr. Straseskie asked if concussion protocol was offered at the schools and recreation programs.  It was offered at some levels but not at all of them.  Mr. Talucci spoke about research and experience on this issue and felt that coaches really would not know what to do under many circumstances.

Mr. Tiffinger thanked Dr. Straseskie for coming to the meeting.
On motion of Mr. LaForgia, seconded by Mr. Talucci, the meeting was closed to the public.

Roll Call:  All Yeas – Mr. LaForgia, Mr. Talucci, Mr. Tiffinger, Ms. West 

DEPUTY REGISTRAR
It was reported that the Deputy Registrar who was hired at the beginning of the year had to resign for personal reasons that prevented her from completing her training.  A new Deputy Registrar has been hired and will soon begin training.
ADJOURNMENT
On motion of, Mr. Talucci, seconded by Ms. West, the meeting was adjourned at 8:43 PM.
Roll Call:  All Yeas –Mr. LaForgia, Mr. Talucci, Mr. Tiffinger, Ms. West
APPROVED:





________________________________________








               Stephen C. Tiffinger, President
ATTEST:  ______________________________________


Karin Kennedy Dubowick, Secretary
DATE:      ______________________________________

