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REGULAR MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
HELD AT THE 

MUNICIPAL COURT /COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
10 LAWLOR DRIVE, OAKLAND, NEW JERSEY 

WEDNESDAY APRIL 9, 2008 
 
 

MOVE TO EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 
On motion of Councilman Pignatelli, seconded by Councilman Di Pentima, the following 
resolution be introduced, adopted and duly passed on roll call vote: 
 
WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, 
(N.J.S.A. 10:4-12) permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain 
circumstances; and 
 
WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist,  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Oakland, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 
1.  The public shall be excluded from discussion of action upon the hereinafter specified 
subject matter. 
 
2.  The general nature of the subject matter to be  discussed is as follows: 
 Negotiations, Personnel 
 
3.  The Mayor and Council shall release and disclose to the general public the discussion 
and actions taken on the subject matter of the above mentioned closed session once the 
Mayor and Council has arrived at a final decision on the specified subject matter. 
 
ROLL CALL: All yeas, Councilmembers Burns, Di Pentima, Marcalus, Pignatelli, Stagg. 

 
Discussion ensued over personnel issues and sale of municipal property.  No action taken. 
 
CLOSE EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 

On motion of Councilwoman Stagg, seconded by Councilman Visconti, the Executive 
Session be closed. 

 
 

ROLL CALL: All yeas, Councilmembers Burns, Di Pentima, Marcalus, Pignatelli, Stagg, 
Visconti. 
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MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:  By Council President Pignatelli at 8:00 pm 
 
ROLL CALL:  Council President Pignatelli called the meeting to order and the Clerk called the 

roll. Present: Councilmembers Burns, Di Pentima, Marcalus, Pignatelli, Stagg, Visconti. 
Absent:  Mayor Szabo. Also Present: Lisa M. Duncan, Borough Clerk; Richard Kunze, 
Borough Administrator; Brian Chewcaskie, Borough Attorney; Borough Engineer Kevin 
Tichacek.  

 
SALUTE TO THE FLAG: 
 
MOMENT OF SILENCE: 
 
MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT:  Council President Pignatelli announced this meeting is being 

held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Law duly announced and included in 
the schedule of regular meetings. 

 
RECOGNITION OF KARIN DUBOWICK: 
Councilman Pignatelli advised that Board of Health Secretary, Karin Kennedy Dubowick, 
received a National Health Week Recognition Award from the Bergen County Health 
Department.  Ms. Dubowick was honored because she consistently exceeds job related 
expectations by taking extra steps to assure that the Borough has access to essential health-related 
information.   Councilman Pignatelli commented that it is great to recognize one of the Borough 
employees.   He gave Ms. Dubowick a certificate from the Mayor and Council. 
 
OPENED FOR PUBLIC DISCUSSION: 

On motion of Councilwoman Stagg, seconded by Councilman Burns, this portion of the 
meeting be opened for public discussion.  
 
ROLL CALL: All yeas, Councilmembers Burns, Di Pentima, Marcalus, Pignatelli, Stagg, 
Visconti. 
 

John Schaus, Shade Tree Commission, read a letter from the DEP regarding the Borough’s Tree 
City USA status.  He advised that the official certificate will be presented to the Borough at the 
State Arbor Day celebration on April 25th.  The Borough will hold its own Arbor Day celebration 
and the date has to be set.   
 
Frank Monaco, 60 Thackeray, spoke of the danger of hanging wood at the Stream House.  He 
inquired about the library litigation.  Mr. Chewcaskie advised that a portion of the litigation has 
been settled with the bonding company.  However, litigation is still ongoing.   Mr. Monaco 
questioned if there is an end in sight.  Mr. Chewcaskie advised that the Borough retained a special 
counsel.  There has been case management so the case should be settled this year.   
 
Roger Marchese, 44 Manito Ave., spoke about the tennis programs.  He suggested that the tennis 
court improvements should not be done until a later time because the courts must be used for the 
various tennis programs.  Councilman Pignatelli asked if the courts are in such disrepair that they 
are considered dangerous.  Mr. Marchese responded that courts 1, 2 and 3 have been repaired 
before to make them safe for play.   That can be done again.  However, court 6 cannot be used at 
all.   Councilwoman Stagg commented that the Borough will probably go for repairs for this 
season.  We will rebid the project in the fall to see if more bidders respond.  Councilwoman Stagg 
would like to go back to the County to request additional grant money in order to get all six 
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courts done.  Councilwoman Stagg commented there is not enough time to do the project this 
year and to get it done in a responsible way.   
 
Jonathan Blake, 20 Loyola Place, questioned if the Council was intending to apply for the Special 
Needs Grant for 2009.   Councilman Burns commented that the deadline is this month to apply 
for the 2009 grant.  If the Mayor and Council are going to support, we need to do a resolution.   
Mr. Chewcaskie advised we can do a resolution if we have all the information.   Mr. Blake 
responded the grant is a total of $ 10,000-it is a $ 5,000 matching grant.   The grant supports the 
start of new programs and existing programs.  Councilman Pignatelli questioned if there is money 
in the budget.  Councilman Di Pentima responded that the grant is for 2009 so there would not be 
money in the 2008 budget.  The Mayor and Council can support the grant application.  Mr. 
Chewcaskie advised that the Mayor and Council can do a resolution supporting the grant 
application.  If the application is filed, it can be ratified at the next meeting.    
MOTION: 
On motion of Councilwoman Stagg, seconded by Councilman Visconti, the Borough 
Administrator is hereby authorized to file a grant application for the Recreational Opportunities 
for Individuals with Disablities grant in a matching amount not to exceed $ 10,000. 
 

ROLL CALL: All yeas, Councilmembers Burns, Di Pentima, Marcalus, Pignatelli, Stagg, 
Visconti. 
 

Frank Monaco, 60 Thackeray, would like residents to turn down the budget for the school. 
 
CLOSED FOR PUBLIC DISCUSSION: 

On motion of Councilman Burns, seconded by Councilwoman Stagg, this portion of the 
meeting be closed to public discussion. 

 
ROLL CALL: All yeas, Councilmembers Burns, Di Pentima, Marcalus, Pignatelli, Stagg, 
Visconti. 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: MARCH 26, 2008 
On motion of Councilwoman Stagg, seconded by Councilwoman Marcalus, the minutes from the 
Mayor and Council meeting of  March 26, 2008 be approved.   
 

ROLL CALL: Yeas, Councilmembers  Di Pentima, Marcalus, Pignatelli, Stagg, Visconti. 
                                     Abstain, Councilman Burns. 
 
PROCLAMATION: AUTISM MONTH 
Councilwoman Marcalus read the following proclamation: 
 
 WHEREAS, the United Nations declared April 2, 2008 “Autism Awareness Day” and the 
month of April, “Autism Awareness Month” to highlight the need to help improve the lives of 
children and adults who suffer from this disorder and the parents and caregivers who look after 
them; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Autism is a complex brain disorder that has affected 35 million people 
worldwide.  Autism inhibits a person’s ability to communicate and develop social relationships, 
and is often accompanied by extreme behavioral challenges; and 
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 WHEREAS, according to recent reports, 1.5 million people in the United States have 
Autism, with a new case being diagnosed every 20 minutes.   In New Jersey, the numbers are 
staggering-a new case is diagnosed in 1 of every 150 children-1 out of 94 boys; and 
 
 WHEREAS, early diagnosis and treatment of Autism is essential.  In the United States, 
children diagnosed before the age of three, who are then properly treated, are estimated to have a 
fifty-percent chance of graduating from public school at an appropriate age level. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, I, John P. Szabo, Jr., Mayor of the Borough of Oakland do hereby, 
in support of the United Nations Declaration to raise awareness, proclaim the month of April as  
 

“AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH” 
in the Borough of Oakland.   It is our hope that world leaders will address the global epidemic of 
Autism, stressing the importance of early detection and proper treatment, and through research, 
ultimately find a cure. 
 
APPOINTMENT: ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 
Council President Pignatelli brought forth the nomination of Alfred LoPilato for appointment to 
the Alternate II position on the Environmental Commission. 
On motion of Councilwoman Stagg, seconded by Councilwoman Marcalus, the Council 
consented to the appointment of Alfred LoPilato as Alternate II on the Environmental 
Commission for a term that is due to expire December 31, 2009. 
 

ROLL CALL: All yeas, Councilmembers Burns, Di Pentima, Marcalus, Pignatelli, Stagg, 
Visconti. 

 
APPROVAL OF RAFFLE LICENSE RL1014 
On motion of Councilwoman Stagg, seconded by Councilman Burns, approval be granted for 
Raffle License #RL1014 for Temple Beth Rishon to hold a casino night on May 10, 2008 at the 
Gerard Berman Day School, 45 Spruce Street. 
 

ROLL CALL: All yeas, Councilmembers Burns, Di Pentima, Marcalus, Pignatelli, Stagg, 
Visconti. 

 
RESOLUTION 08-83 AUTHORIZE ENGINEER-UPDATE MAPS  
On motion of Councilwoman Stagg, seconded by Councilman Burns, the following resolution be 
introduced, adopted and duly passed by roll call vote: 
 

WHEREAS, there is a need to revise the street and drainage maps currently being used in 
the Borough by various departments; and 
  
 WHEREAS, Boswell McClave Engineering submitted a proposal dated March 25, 2008 
for the revisions at a cost not to exceed $ 3,000.00; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Oakland hereby authorize Boswell McClave to proceed with the update and revisions to the street 
and drainage maps at a cost not to exceed $3,000.00.  
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Discussion ensued.  Councilwoman Stagg voiced concerns adding to the maps by hand.   She 
stated that the Borough’s maps should all be on CAD systems.   She is not sure whether these 
maps meet those requirements or tie in with any other maps.  She does not deny that the maps 
need updating but feels that they should be on CAD system.   Mr. Tichacek stated that in the past 
the maps were manually updated.   This proposal is to manually update the maps.  He does not 
disagree that getting the maps on a CAD system would make them easier to maintain.   
Councilwoman Stagg questioned if the cost would be around $ 80,000 to put the Borough maps 
on CAD system.   Mr. Tichacek responded that it would be a substantial fee.  He could have a 
proposal prepared for the next meeting.   Councilwoman Stagg does not want to hold this up if 
this update is a necessity.   Mr. Tichacek responded that the Council could approve this proposal 
and he will prepare another proposal for putting the maps on CAD system.  Councilwoman 
Marcalus asked if Boswell does use CAD maps as a matter of course.   Mr. Tichacek responded 
that Boswell is required to use CAD maps in some towns.   Councilwoman Marcalus questioned 
if most towns use CAD and Mr. Tichacek responded he did not know.  Councilman Visconti 
questioned if it would be possible to use CAD plans from a Developer as a basis for the work.  
Mr. Tichacek advised that this proposal is to research development and sub-divisions approved 
since 2003 and trace them on the existing maps.   Councilman Burns asked if this would update 
the map for the entire Borough.   Mr. Tichacek advised it would update any new road added since 
2003.   Mr. Kunze advised that Assistant Superintendent Marcucilli does not have accurate 
information for drainage systems at Ramapo River Reserve so the updates are necessary. 
 

ROLL CALL: All yeas, Councilmembers Burns, Di Pentima, Marcalus, Pignatelli, Stagg, 
Visconti. 

 
RESOLUTION 08-84 AWARD BID-BARRIER NETTING 
RESOLUTION 08-85 AWARD BID-TENNIS COURTS 
Discussion ensued over the bids received for the barrier netting project and the improvements to 
the tennis courts.   Mr. Kunze advised that the Borough received bids on tennis court project.  
There was only one vendor who submitted a base bid of $ 291,592.50 and an alternate bid of  
$ 275,942.50.  That is a total of $ 567,535.   The engineering costs for the project are $ 43,000.  
The total cost for improvements to all six courts would be $ 610,535.  At this time, the funds 
available are $ 410,000 from a capital ordinance inclusive of a $ 125,000 grant from Bergen 
County.   The figures for improvements do not include the cost of lighting.  Mr. Kunze suggested 
that the Borough apply to Bergen County for additional funds.   Mr. Kunze advised that one bid 
was received for the barrier netting project.  The price was $ 180,000 for wood poles and  
$ 145,000.   The only available funding is the Recreation Trust Fund which has a balance of  
$ 125,000 which is an unaudited figure.  There is an encumbrance right now to the Trust Fund.  If 
that encumbrance were cancelled, there would be $ 167,000 which would be enough for the 
project as long as the engineering costs did not exceed $ 24,000.   
 
Councilman Burns commented he would move to reject both bids.  He questioned if the 
encumbrances to the Trust fund were for the locks and flooring at the Danny D’Elia building 
bathrooms as well as several other projects.    He commented that the barrier netting project is 
important because it involves safety netting but there are no funds available.   There are not 
enough funds available for the tennis courts.   If we were to use the entire amount in the 
ordinance, it would mean using the $ 160,000 in the ordinance that was put aside for lighting.    If 
we use that money now, we would have to bond for lights at a later time.  Councilman Burns 
think the bids should be rejected and rebid in the fall.   He would recommend rejecting bids for 
the tennis courts and the barrier netting.  He does not know if the Recreation Commission 
Chairman would want to cancel the other projects encumbered to the Trust funds.   Councilman 
Burns advised that we have 30 days to reject bids so the Council can hold off.    
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Councilman Di Pentima would agree to reject the tennis court bid because he would like the 
courts to be done the right way.  In terms of the trust fund, at some point that money will be gone.   
Even if the encumbrances were cancelled, that would leave over $ 40,000 of work to be done for 
which no money was budgeted this year.   Councilman Visconti commented that the projects 
should be kept on the front burner because oil prices are not going down.  If we want to do the 
project in August or September, we need to rebid now.   Councilman Burns responded that he 
made his recommendation to rebid in the fall because Mr. Marchese had requested waiting until 
the end of August.   We could go out to bid in June or July.  Councilman Visconti commented 
that his point was not to wait.   Councilman Burns commented that even if the project is rebid, it 
may have to be rejected again.  However, we might get better prices at the end of the season. 
 
MOTION TO TABLE RESOLUTION 08-84 
On motion of Councilman Burns, seconded by Councilman Di Pentima, Resolution 08-84 to 
award the bid for the barrier netting project be tabled. 
 

ROLL CALL: All yeas, Councilmembers Burns, Di Pentima, Marcalus, Pignatelli, Stagg, 
Visconti. 

 
MOTION TO REJECT BIDS FOR TENNIS COURT PROJECT 
On motion of Councilman Burns, seconded by Councilwoman Stagg, the bids for the tennis court 
improvement project be rejected. 
 

ROLL CALL: All yeas, Councilmembers Burns, Di Pentima, Marcalus, Pignatelli, Stagg, 
Visconti. 

 
WORK SESSION: 
OCC BYLAWS: 
Mr. Kunze advised that the Council had asked at the last meeting that a marked up copy of the 
bylaws be provided.   This is up for discussion if the Council agrees to the changes proposed by 
the Communications Commission.   Councilman Di Pentima advised he does not have an issue 
with what is being proposed except for the deletion of item 2.6 on page 3 which states that all 
work stemming from the use of Borough equipment is the property of the Borough.  He is not 
sure why that would be removed.   He also feels item 4.2 should be reworded.  Councilman 
Pignatelli commented he is not sure why someone would want to remove item 2.4 which refers to 
“three strikes you’re out”.  If someone is not fulfilling responsibility,  he would think the 
Commission would want to remove that person.   Mr. Chewcaskie responded that the municipal 
vacancy law would cover that.  The bylaws are supposed to be prepared by the Communications 
Commission and approved by the Governing Body.  Any questions or concerns that Council 
members have should go to the Administrator who will then bring them to the Communications 
Commission.  Mr. Chewcaskie had a concern with removal of item 2.6 as well.   Councilman 
Pignatelli commented that if someone submits a tape for airing, that means the tape could be 
returned.  Councilman Di Pentima responded that was not the intent of that section.  The intent of 
that section is if a Commission member tapes an event for airing.   Councilman Pignatelli 
commented that Council members should submit their questions to the Administrator.   
Councilman Burns would like to have a set of the last original approved bylaws distributed for the 
next meeting.   
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BOSWELL PROPOSAL-2008 NJDOT LOCAL AID PROJECT: 
Mr. Kunze advised that last year, the Borough received a grant in the amount of $ 150,000 for 
Road improvements on Page Drive.   We received a proposal for engineering services for that 
project.  The original grant application requested $ 287,500.   The Borough only received  
$ 150,000 from the State.    Mr. Kunze did not see other funding for this project.  The DOT 
allows the municipality to use up to 15% of the award amount for Engineering Services.   
Borough Engineer Tichacek confirmed that 15% is allowed for the design services.   The  State 
has always allowed construction inspection as a reimburseable item.   Mr. Kunze advised then 
there is enough funding.  Mr. Kunze commented that the Council may wish to submit an 
application for 2009 to do the balance of Page Drive.   He suggested that the Council may want to 
wait to authorize the engineering for the entire project in order to reduce engineering costs and 
reduce the cost of the project.   Mr. Kunze advised we have to seek approval for an extension of 
the grant.   Mr. Tichacek advised with the price of petroleum on a steady climb, Boswell can 
always do the design now for the entire project.  He doesn’t know if it is better to wait for 
economy of scale for the project or to do what we can now knowing the price of the product and 
just do a smaller amount next year.   Councilman Pignatelli responded he would rather move 
forward now because the price of crude oil is not going down.  Councilman Di Pentima asked 
how long Page Drive is and questioned how far $ 125,000 is going to get us.  Mr. Tichacek 
responded this part of the project is designed to go from Yawpo Ave. to Dogwood Drive.  
Councilman Burns commented that the Borough could go out for additional funding.   If it looks 
like we might get additional funding, we could bid the remainder of Page Drive as an alternate.   
Mr. Tichacek advised that the local aid grants are becoming more difficult to get.   The chances 
are the DOT would look more favorably on the application if we have already done a section of 
the work.  Councilman Burns questioned if Mr. Tichacek met with Assistant DPW 
Superintendent Marcucilli to see if Page Drive would be included in the road project.  Mr. 
Tichacek responded he has not met with Mr. Marcucilli yet to go over the 2008 road program.   
Councilman Burns commented that the bid might be better if we include the Page Drive project 
with the rest of the road program.    He also commented that we can go out to bid for the work 
next year.   Mr. Tichacek advised that the Borough has 18 months to complete the project.  That 
means the project has to be completed by June 2009.   Councilman Di Pentima commented that 
he does not want this to drop because he does not want to lose $ 150,000 in grant money.  Mr. 
Tichacek advised that by waiting, petroleum prices may go up and then we might have to do less 
of the project.  Councilman Burns commented we might get a better price if we go out to bid in 
January with the County.   Councilman Pignatelli questioned if the design for the project was 
done.   Mr. Tichacek responded that the proposal before the Mayor and Council is for the 
specifications.  Councilman Visconti advised that the Council should approve the proposal so the 
engineering work can get done.      
 
A resolution will be prepared for the next meeting. 
 
2009 NJ DOT GRANT: 
Mr. Kunze recommended that the application be submitted for the balance of the Page Drive 
project.   The application is due in June.   If there is consensus of the Council, Mr. Kunze will get 
a proposal from Mr. Tichacek to move forward with the application. 
 
BERGEN COUNTY OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION GRANT 
Mr. Kunze received notification that the next grant round is open and applications are due June 
27, 2008.   Mr. Kunze would like to identify a project and move forward with the application.  
The consensus of the Council was to apply for additional funds for the tennis court improvement 
project. 
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EMPLOYEE MANUAL UPDATE: 
Mr. Kunze advised that as a member of the JIF, every other year the MEL requires the 
municipality to update its employment practices manual.   If the municipality has a manual in 
place, it receives a lower rate.  The Borough is in the process of updating the personnel manual 
and providing training to employees.   Councilman Pignatelli questioned if a resolution is 
necessary.  Mr. Chewcaskie responded that a resolution should be done at the next meeting to 
approve the revised manual.   
 
REPORT FOR CABLE FRANCHISE RENEWAL: 
Mr. Kunze advised that the current cable franchise expires April 3, 2009.   The report from the 
municipality was due April 2008 but is not completed yet.   Mr. Chewcaskie advised that the 
Borough was supposed to provide a report to the Board of Public Utilities.   We are waiting for 
recommendations from the Communications Commission.    Mr. Chewcaskie learned that the 
Communications Commission did make recommendations but we have not received them yet.  
Mr. Chewcaskie has contacted the BPU to get an extension for the report.   Mr. Chewcaskie 
advised that the franchise renewal period starts three years in advance.   Once he has received the 
comments from the OCC, he will file the report with BPU. 
 
RECREATION COMMISSION ISSUES: 
Mr. Kunze advised there are two issues that the Recreation Commission wanted to bring forth: 
coverage of coaches in regard to any claims and also to limit the operating hours for ice cream 
vendors so as not to draw revenue away from the Rec stand.   Mr. Chewcaskie advised that the 
first inquiry is in regards to the scope of the Borough’s indemnification.   The Borough has a 
broad base indemnification.  Any employee or volunteer is covered in a civil action case.   There 
are limitations for criminal action cases.   Mr. Chewcaskie may need more information from the 
Recreation Commission. 
 
Mr. Chewcaskie advised that the request to limit hours for ice cream vendors is a policy decision 
that the Council has to make.  The Recreation Commission is concerned with the ice cream 
vendors being in direct competition with the Recreation concession stand.   The only regulation 
for the ice cream vendors is licensing by the Board of Health.   Councilman Pignatelli commented 
he believes the vendors pull in the parking lots of the Recreation fields.  The Council could 
preclude them from parking on Borough property but then the vendors may park in the street.  
Councilman Di Pentima commented he is not in favor of limiting operation of the vendors.  It has 
been difficult to get volunteers to staff the Recreation stand.  This provides an alternative when 
the stand is not open.  He would rather the ice cream vendors be parked in the parking lot where it 
is safer for the children rather than being parked on the street.    Councilman Di Pentima 
commented that the ice cream vendors don’t sell the same items as the Rec stand so he does not 
think this should be a major issue.  Councilman Burns commented that the Recreation 
Commission wants to limit the ice cream vendors to the hours when the Rec stand is not in 
operation.   That would be complicated to enforce.    There are different types of products sold at 
the Rec stand.    Councilman Burns would like to know if the Council has the legal ability to limit 
the vendors.   He also commented there is a concern with safety of children if the vendors park in 
the street.    Councilwoman Marcalus commented she wouldn’t vote to keep the ice cream 
vendors off Borough property. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Councilwoman Marcalus commented that the Scleroderma Foundation sent in a request for a 
proclamation.   She asked that this be listed on the next agenda. 
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Councilman Visconti brought forth the concept of a Borough-wide facility study.  He is 
concerned we are falling behind on maintenance of buildings and not planning for this in the 
budget.   He asked Assistant Superintendent Marcucilli to put together the basic information on 
the Borough buildings.  In the future, Councilman Visconti would like the Council to put seed 
money away every year for building repairs and maintenance.    
 
Councilman Visconti commented he would be interested in putting a non-binding referendum on 
the ballot for November regarding spending money on solar energy.   Councilman Pignatelli 
commented that in the League of Municipalities magazine, a reference was made to a new office 
that will do energy audits.   Councilman Visconti commented that we do have data from the 
County that came in last year.    He commented that there was an article in today’s paper 
regarding low interest loans for 40 to 60% of the cost of the work.   It can be paid back in credits.   
He suggested that maybe a committee could be put together to review this. 
 
COUNCIL REPORTS: 
Councilman Di Pentima: the Communications Commission is looking for new members.   The 
town survives on volunteerism so we need more volunteers.  The Finance committee had a 
meeting on Monday and went through a number of items.  The budget that was introduced will 
not be the final budget that is adopted.   There is a lot more work to be done on the budget. 
 
Councilman Burns: Recreation Commission does not meet until the end of the month.  The Shade 
Tree Commission was officially notified about receiving Tree City USA designation.  John 
Schaus will go to a ceremony in East Brunswick on April 25th to receive a plaque.  The Shade 
Tree Commission did a presentation at the Senior Center last month that went well.  Rockland 
Electric removed all the trees that we requested.   The Borough paid to send a DPW employee to 
tree trimming school.  The Shade Tree Commission is considering changes to the Shade Tree 
ordinance fees.   They want to come up with a sliding scale.  The Arbor Day celebration will 
possibly be held on April 26th.  He will advise when the date and time are officially set.  At the 
last meeting on Monday, the Shade Tree Commission met with Eden Oakland to discuss the 
removal of trees without a permit.   They were extremely cooperative and paid that night for the 
permit.   
 
Councilwoman Marcalus: The next Planning board meeting will be held on April 10th at 7:30 pm 
and the Lenape Valley Grill revised façade will be on the agenda.  The school budget vote will be 
held on April 15th from 2 pm to 9 pm.   Councilwoman Marcalus advised she spent a lot of years 
on the school board and she saw no frivolity with this year’s budget.  It is impossible to be 
frivolous with school budgets anymore.  Councilwoman Marcalus attended the graduation 
ceremony at the Japanese school.   They will welcome a new group of students tomorrow. 
 
Councilman Visconti:  advised of the programs being offered by the Library.   On May 3rd, 
Broadway comes to Oakland with a fundraiser concert to benefit the Friends of the Library.  The 
tickets are on sale at the Library.  Commerce Bank has chosen the Library to be the recipient of a 
$ 4,000 grant.   Councilman Visconti advised that the Mayor completed the Smart Growth grant 
application last week. 
 
Councilwoman Stagg:  there was a meeting held with the DEP.  The Borough is continuing to 
work hard to alleviate flooding problems.  There are a lot of flooding issues upstream.  There is a 
belief that the DOT had something to do with the problems when Route 287 was constructed.  
She spoke of the weir at Potash Lake.   One division of the DEP wants to fix the weir and another 
division of the DEP says they cannot.   Councilwoman Stagg advised that the Stream House was 
cabled.  The next step is the study of the whole property.   She would like to submit a grant 
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application.  However, the County will not give the Borough money unless there is a study done. 
The Environmental Commission met this week and the Water and Sewer Committee will meet 
next week. 
 
Councilman Pignatelli congratulated the Oakland Police Department who worked with the 
Bergen County Sheriff’s Department to catch the trespasser at Indian Hills High School. 
 
Councilman Burns wanted to clarify that the Council did table the resolution on the barrier 
netting project and did not reject the bid yet. 
 
BILLS TO BE PAID 

On motion of Councilman Di Pentima, seconded by Councilman Burns, the following 
bills be submitted for payment: 
 
(see following pages) 
 
BE IT RESOLVED  that the foregoing bills be paid and charged to their respective 
accounts when the funds are available. 
 
ROLL CALL: All yeas, Councilmembers Burns, Di Pentima, Marcalus, Pignatelli, Stagg, 
Visconti. 
 

MEETING ADJOURNED: 
On motion of Councilwoman Stagg, seconded by Councilman Visconti, the meeting be 
adjourned at 9:53 pm. 
 
ROLL CALL: All yeas, Councilmembers Burns, Di Pentima, Marcalus, Pignatelli, Stagg, 
Visconti. 
 
 

             
Lisa M. Duncan, Borough Clerk Mayor John P. Szabo, Jr. 
 
      
Date Approved 
 
 


